
Addie Norton 
 
FF: I’m curious what, say back when you were a teenager, what were people’s attitudes towards 
girls who, like, made mistakes and got in trouble. Like what were people’s attitudes? 
 
AN: They didn’t pay them a bit more attention than if they’d been on a pig. They didn’t pick ‘em 
up and take ‘em on like they do now; it don’t make any bit of difference now what you do. 
Everybody’s just, seems to me like the girls that has the downfalls and does things that they 
ought’n to do, they’re picked up and thought well of usually, than the ones that go straight. 
That’s the way it happens a lot of times ‘round here.  
 
FF: Well, like, sometimes, things happen and it’s not all together the girl’s fault, you know. I just 
wonder, like, what people’s attitudes were? You know, like, say was the girl discriminated 
against? Or did people maybe have sympathy for her, or how did she get along? Like how would 
her family treat her?  
 
AN: Well, if she had a downslide? It was terrible. They didn’t--course, they took care of her and 
help ‘em, but they wasn’t allowed to go out and nobody ever paid them a bit of attention. Back 
then, though, sure enough, the girls, they never was looked up to any more or anything. Usually 
they just, sometimes one of ‘em would get married way, years and years, things like that after it 
happened, but at the same time, you know, they didn’t pay any attention to it in the world, most 
of ‘em. But they’s so many girls--and boys too--that gets by with so many things that they 
couldn’t have gotten by with a long time ago.  
 
FF: Well, how do you feel, again, about that double standard, that it seems like it’s always the 
girl that gets blamed. You know, it’s the girl that gets chastised, it’s the fella that goes free. And 
the fella gets excused with that “boys will be boys.” 
 
AN: I know, but I don’t believe in that honey. I don’t believe in that. If my boys had did that 
wrong thing, I would have certainly and sure got after them. They was just as bad to blame as the 
girl. I say that all the time: they’re just as guilty and they ought to be put down just as low as the 
girl. But they kick up their heels and go on. That’s the reason why i’ve always said to every girl 
i’ve ever talked to, for the Lord’s sake, to keep theirselves in the right place because the boys 
don’t care. You see, they can get out of making--if they don’t love you, really love you, they get 
out and kick up their heels and they’re gone. And there’s never nothin’ said about that. But you 
at home with your little baby and people don’t care too much for you. That’s the way it used to 
be.  
 
Another thing I think is what’s the matter anymore, the women all has jobs now to work at. They 
have babysitters. And the babysitters keeps the children. Well of course they don’t make ‘em 
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mind. And a lot of children is raised up this day and time that hardly knows who their mother 
and their daddy are. They’re never with ‘em. Their daddy and their mother both work away from 
home most of all day and then some works at night. And I don’t think that’s good for the child. 
You know what I think a mother’s for?  
 
FF: What? 
 
AN: To stay at home and raise their children til they get big. To sit with them and make them do 
what you want them to do until they get big enough to be on their own. I think a mother’s place 
is in the home. I don’t care who don’t agree with me, that’s the way I feel about it. You know, 
because that’s the only time that you ever get to love ‘em right good and get them to love you, is 
when they’re little. And you can cuddle ‘em up and love on ‘em and they don’t ever forget that. I 
don’t care how little they are; they never forget it. If you cuddle ‘em up and love ‘em, you know 
and things like that. And you don’t do that if you work, you don’t have time. And it was awful 
hard times, but I never worked a day for money in my life. And you know what? I think it was 
the best thing in the world for me to stay with my children. My children respects me and a lot of 
them that’s raised up today don’t. I’ve heard ‘em talk to their mother and daddy. If one of mine 
had talked to me like some that i’ve heard, I don’t know whether he’d been able to got up again 
or not.  
 
 
--------- 
 
Lassie Bradshaw 

LB: Oh Lord, we all know that it’s changed a lot. From my mother’s time, my grandmother’s 
time, it’s changed a whole lot! In my mother’s time, she didn’t work, there wasn’t no public jobs 
for women. All they did was cook and wash and all that. 

FF: Yeah, with the family? 

LB: Right. And then from my time, well when I first got married, really when the women first 
started working, a lot of them in Rabun County was when the shirt factory come in, I’d say. 

FF: Do you know about when that was? 

LB: Oh, god, let’s see, I’ve been married 18 years. And I’d say, somethin’ like twenty, 
twenty-five years roughly. Wouldn’t you say it’s been that long? 

FF: I don’t know, the building looks that old, but I don’t— 

LB: I’d say at least sixteen or twenty years. At the least. 
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FF: So in the ‘50s? 

LB: Yeah. I can remember when the women first started working at the shirt factory, you know, 
that’s a big deal. Seems like it started in Clayton in a little room out there somewhere, right in 
town. Or trainin’, they started trainin’ for it before they started working at the factory. And that’s 
when, right here in Rabun County, that the women really stepped out, because—well, when I 
was a kid, I worked at the pads I was lucky that I got a job, ‘cause— 

FF: Oh you did? 

LB: Yeah, I worked there for three years. 

FF: How did you get there every day? 

LB: I stayed there. I boarded. 

FF: How ‘bout that. Like during the summer? 

LB: Mhm. I stayed there all the time school was out, for about three years. But I was lucky to get 
that, just like the Bynum House, you know, hired so many kids in the summertime. But you just 
lucky, most the kids stayed home and farmed. Uh, other changes, there’s so many. 

FF: Yeah, there are. 

LB: Not only in working, but women’ve changed all together. They’ve just stepped out, I guess 
you’d say. Instead of sitting back and washing and cooking, they’ve went to work. 

FF: Well, what about—how do you feel like society’s look at women has changed, like, over the 
years? Has that changed for the better, do you think? 

LB: I really don’t know. Yeah, I’d say it’s changed for the better. I don’t really know what to say 
to that. 

FF: Well, what about the women’s role, in like the family? How has that changed? If it has. 

LB: Well in my family, I can just only go by my family. 

FF: Yeah. 

LB: Our family has changed a lot, compared to my family. And we’ve changed over the years. 
When we first got married—when we first got married, he wouldn’t hear of me working, there’s 
no way. He’s still believes a woman’s place was at home. And, uh, I didn’t work, I guess the first 
ten years that we were married I didn’t work. I stayed home. Which now, I look back and think, 
what in the world did I do at home for ten years? 
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FF: Well, you did have little children for quite a while, I mean. 

LB: I did, but still, Donna was little when I went to work. 

FF: That’s true, yeah. 

LB: And, uh, I look back, like, families can have a lot more equal--now it just about takes two to 
work. And I think Everett has realized that. But it took him a long time to realize that. It took 
him a long time to bake me a pone of cornbread. But he beats me home from work and he’ll bake 
bread or, and on weekends, he’ll help with the washin’. And he’ll help with whatever. 

FF: Well that’s really kind of good to hear. 

LB: Yeah it is really good to hear. It’s really, and I know I compare him to the other women’s 
husbands. Oh Lordy, I am lucky. Because there’s lots of husbands that still, they put in their 
eight hours, they come home, sack out on the couch, and you do everything for ‘em. Well, we’re 
not like that. And my kids are not like that either, ‘cause they know that they have to help. And 
we just all share together, we really do. But we ain’t always happy about washin’ dishes.  

FF: I can imagine. Doin’ the laundry. 

LB: Yeah, right. 

FF: Well how do you see, like, your, when your mother was, say when she was first married, like 
do you think she had any other choices then to, any other choice than to like be a housewife or 
mother? I assume that’s what your mother did, I assume she didn’t work. 

LB: No, she didn’t have any other choice. That’s, well back then, really, none of the women had 
any choice. I wouldn’t think. When they married, they married to raise a family. And there 
wasn’t any job offers, so what other choice would they have but to be a housewife? 

FF: Do you have any idea if your mother would have liked to have done something else? Or do 
you think maybe it just never occurred to her that there was something else for her to do? 

LB: Yeah, mommy would, if there’d have been a job, now my ma is an exception to other 
women because she was pretty old before I was born. Like 39 or something like that. 

FF: Oh really? 

LB: Yeah. But I believe if there had’ve been, I don’t know, it’s hard to look back and say, if 
there’d have been a job, would she have worked? Because there was six kids, there wouldn’t 
have been hardly any way because back then they had to raise everything to eat. There wouldn’t 
have been hardly any way that she could’ve worked. But she did work on a job before she was 
married.  
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LB: Well, if you look at it today, of all the modern conveniences, it is stupid for a woman to stay 
at home. In an hour’s time, if they couldn’t clean up the house, something’s wrong with ‘em. I 
mean you got home washer, you put it in, wash a load of clothes a day, run ‘em through the 
dryer. And when you don’t have to spend as much time at home cleanin’. And I just wonder 
what people do that stay home that haven’t got kids. I think how boring that would be. They tie 
themselves up in soap operas and all that stuff, is what they do. 

FF: Yeah. A lot of people do that, it’s just kind of sad. 

LB: but when I, I guess, if I got old and couldn’t, I’d have to, I have to be doin’ something. 

FF: Well do you see instances of discrimination against women, like, in your daily activities, or 
in Rabun County? I mean, we know there is discrimination against women like everywhere in 
some way, but like do you think you run up against it yourself?  

LB: From who Susie? 

FF: Anybody. 

FF: Well, the banker? Have you tried to get a loan on your own, without your husband signing? 

LB: Sure did. I was so proud of myself. I’ve tried that, because I’ve always wondered what they 
would say to me if, because if we had to borrow money, Everett’s always done it. So, one day we 
wanted a freezer. So I just took it on my own to go to the bank to see if I could get a loan, ‘cause 
I know some people that couldn’t. And it wasn’t much, $300 or something like that, but it’s the 
first time I ever borrowed money in my life on my own. And I didn’t have any problems 
whatsoever. 

FF: You didn’t? 

LB: No. The first question was asked, and I really thought I’d done it. And my husband fussed at 
me after I did it, but I just wanted to see if I could. But I haven’t run into any, really. Now, I 
wouldn’t—some cases women can do what the men can do. But carpentry, I wouldn’t think so 
either because like they can’t lift as much as a man. They can do just as good as work, don’t get 
me wrong, but there’s some of the heavy stuff that they can’t do as well as a man. They can’t. 
Pumping gas—any woman can pump gas. If there was a mechanic, it might be a different story. 
But if they train for a mechanic, they could do that also. But a carpenter, I don’t know. Maybe 
they could, I don’t know. But I was thinking, you know, some of the heavier stuff, but then 
again, they wouldn’t be doin’ it by themselves, somebody helpin’ them. Well I know, for 
instance, the girl that worked with Everett, she should not have been on that job. I mean there 
was no way. 

FF: For what? 
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FF: Forest service. 

LB:  To have been fair, the woman could not do what the men done. You couldn’t do it and I 
couldn’t do it. And I think that I’m just about as strong as any woman, to do men’s work. I 
couldn’t carry a power (?) saw all day, could you? Some of the heavy work they do all day, I 
couldn’t do it. And she was put in there equal with the men. But she couldn’t hold up the men’s 
part of the job. Which I don’t think—if she went in there equal as a man doin’ his job, then she 
should’ve carried the par saw all day just like the men did, right? But she couldn’t do it. From 
my experience, I was brought up on a farm. I knew how to do everything and I could do 
everything. I know what I can do—I can do almost anything Everett can. There’s things I can’t 
do, and a power saw is one of them that I can’t do. I could not run a power saw all day, there just 
ain’t no way. I can run a crosscut saw all day, as long as it’s with Everett. I can plow, I can haul 
that manure out of the barn. I could do all that. But there is some things that I can’t do. Well, just 
like back to the Forest Service. The girl—like they have people that watches the river. I mean 
she could’ve done that just as good as anybody else did it. But then they’s some things on that 
job that she couldn’t do. There’s very few things that men can do that women can’t. and there’s 
some exceptions that women might even could run a power saw all day. 

FF: Do you think that they place more emphasis on boys’ sports and like do you think they give 
preference to the boys in sports? 

LB: I certainly do. I feel like they should have a girls’ football team if they’re goin’ to have a 
boys’. Girls can play as good as boys. And they like to play just as good as boys, so why can’t 
the girls have a girl football team? That’s how I feel. The boys play even more softball, or 
baseball, than the girls do. Yeah I think the boys, they work more with them in sports than they 
do the girls. I even feel like with the girls, should work out on weights. I feel like that they 
should have, I feel like the girls should have everything that those boys do in sports. Just like 
uh—now I don’t know how Donna feels about it because I don’t think Donna’s goin’ to be the 
tomboy I want, but— 

FF: Yeah, I don’t think she is either. I think she’s into more feminine things. 

LB: I’m afraid she is, but when I was a kid and in school, I feel like I played as good as the boys 
did, but yet the boys got to play. 

 

---------- 

Emma Buchanan Chastain 

FF: I just want to talk to you about how you feel a woman’s role has changed over the years. If 
it’s changed for the better and how. 
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FF: The mountain area, Not like what you read in the paper and stuff about milestones. 

EC: Well, I think it has because a long time ago you never saw a lady anywhere except in the 
home. You know, she stayed at home all the time. She did her chores and she worked at home, 
and that was about it. And now, you never see a lady hardly that stays in the home that don’t get 
out and work. And really, it’s a shame that it’s gotten this way, but that ‘cause husband and wife 
need to make a livin’. 

FF: You think they’ve done it out of necessity then? Or do you think they done it because… 

EC: Well, I think it had been out of necessity, really, but I think that if the ladies would have 
stayed in the home, and not got out—you know, career ladies—I feel like if they hadn’t of gotten 
out, things wouldn’t be as expensive as they are. We wouldn’t really need the work if we’d 
stayed in the home to start with. But, of course, that would have to be as a nation as a whole, you 
know. But I’m not really, what you’d say, liberated, I’m sure, in the sense that some people are. 
Because I feel like the husband needs to say—if I want to go somewhere, I make sure it’s okay 
with Tommy before I go. And if it’s not okay, well, we’ll talk it out and if he thinks it’s not a 
good idea, sometimes I argue, but sometimes I still don’t go, you know. But I think, really, that’s 
one of the biggest things. It’s just, things have really just changed so much because of women 
bein’ away from home and workin’.  

FF: Well, I’m interested in hearing like why you started your business and how you got it 
together to do it? Like when you decided you wanted to run a beauty shop and what you had to 
do in order to get it together. Can you go through that? 

EC: Well, really the reason—when I first got out of high school, of course we got, we were 
married. 

FF: Right out of high school? 

EC: Yeah. And then I started to work at this little pants factory. And I worked out there for about 
three months. And I said this is just not going to work, this is just not my line. I’d come in and 
it’s a wonder that Tommy could even live with me. I was just hell, to put it bluntly. But, to live 
with, ‘cause I really, I always felt bad and I was always tired. And I’m not sayin’ I’m not tired 
now, I knew—that was, you knew at the end of the day you’d put in a day’s work—but I knew 
that that really wasn’t what I was supposed to be doin’. I could just tell. I didn’t enjoy my work. 
And I feel like you work—let’s say you go to work at nine and you get home at five or six or 
six-thirty—you work the biggest portion of your life, really. And I feel like, you got to enjoy 
what you do. And after I worked at Empire for that length of time, I first got out of high school, I 
didn’t think I would go on to school and take anything at all. And really, I just, after I’d worked 
at Empire for a while, I decided then to send in my application to go to Clarkesville and take this 
course. And I went, and we didn’t have any money, I was. When we got married, we didn’t have 
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anything. We lived at Tom’s dad and mom’s, in their basement. And we just didn’t have 
anything, you know. ‘Course we knew that this land, we could build a house here, this land 
would be ours. As far as really having anything, we didn’t—the year I went to school, I worked 
on Saturday at Hazel’s beauty shop up there in town. I worked up there. Well, the year I went to 
school, Tommy didn’t have a job. That was a year that he could not even find a job. And if it 
hadn’t been for his daddy and momma helpin’ us, we’d have never, really we’d have never made 
it. I wouldn’t have gotten to go to school if we couldn’t have lived there. And what little bit I 
made on Saturday, that helped pay the bills. And maybe he’d pick up a part-time job, and that 
helped buy my gas and stuff to go back and forth to school.  

FF: When you first decided, you know, that you’d had it with Empire and that you wanted to go 
to school and do this, did you get a lot of talk from people like “Aw, your place is in the home, 
you shouldn’t be doing this”? 

EC: Well, no really, I didn’t because, now mother and daddy, they have always wanted their kids 
to do well, you know. And they’ve always said, “Alright honey, go ahead, make a good living 
for yourself.” They’ve always wanted us to do real well. Which they didn’t push—they never did 
push us, they’d kind of let us make up our own minds, what we wanted to do when we were old 
enough to do stuff, but they did always want us to. 

FF: Well, do you feel like you’ve had more opportunity to choose what you want to do than, say, 
your mother did? 

EC: Yes, really, I do, because now, back when mother was coming up, I mean, everybody, when 
they got married, they got married to have children. I mean, really, she had five children. And 
they did, they got married to have children. And nowadays, well Tommy and I have been 
married, well, six years, and we don’t have any children. And it don’t bother us that we don’t 
have any children. It don’t bother us in the least bit. And we have a right to say, “Well, if we 
don’t want any kids, we never have to have any kids!” I mean unless it’s just a slip up, you 
know, more likely it will be, but we have you know, we just got that step ahead of our mothers.  

FF: You don’t think your mother would have had that choice, or would’ve felt free to make the 
decision to not have any children or something like that? 

EC: I don’t think they could, back then, not really. I mean… 

FF: You think they actually couldn’t have? 

EC: Yeah, I think that. But I have really never asked mother, just asked mother, if she had it to 
do over again, would she have as many children as she had. Because mother loved children. And 
of course, right after she had me, why she had somethin’ done so she couldn’t have any more. 
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And I feel like if she had wanted to have maybe just three and stopped at that, she would’ve had 
somethin’ done, you know. But I think she’s well pleased with the family that she had.  

FF: Well did she—she’s been working for quite a few years now, hasn’t she? 

EC: She went to work when daddy got sick, when we found out he had all the problems that he 
has. She went to work then. It’s been—I was just thinking about this, it’s been six years. And 
that was the first time she had ever worked, since, through her whole married life. That was the 
first time she’d ever worked away from home. 

FF: Did she have any objection to that or did your father have any objection to that? 

EC: Well, neither one of them, really, I feel like especially daddy, didn’t really want her to go to 
work. But, it was a thing she felt like she had to do. I was still in school. Jack, well at that time 
Jack’s wife was livin’ with us because he was in service; she was pregnant. There was nobody 
else to help make a living. And daddy just wasn’t able to do it either. And even though, she 
didn’t make anything like, gosh. It doesn’t bother me at all now when I see on TV that a lady has 
accomplished, and have gone far enough to be, say like, well there’s a couple on up in high 
offices, really, there’s a couple that’s well up there. Like governors and things like that. It 
doesn’t bother me a bit that they are up that high. And I don’t feel like that it bothers Tommy, 
really. I mean he’s, like I said, the younger generation doesn’t mind, it’s just the older ones. Even 
my daddy will fuss when he sees a lady way up there in office. He’ll say, “She don’t belong up 
there” or something, you know. But we need a woman president; maybe she’d straighten this 
world out!  

FF: She might. 

EC: That might be the change we need. She might straighten this world out.  
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