












For over 30 years, Rabun 
County High School students 
involved in Foxfire programs have 
received scholarship funding 
from The Foxfire Fund, Inc. These 
scholarships are currently funded 
through an endowment established 
by philanthropist Julia B. Fleet, 
who came to Foxfire looking for a 
way to express her affinity for the 
mountains of north Georgia and 
the people she met here. Julia Fleet/
Foxfire Scholarships are awarded 
based on four main criteria—student 
participation in Foxfire programs, 
each student’s potential for success, 
their demonstrated financial needs, 
and their academic achievements. 

Each student’s application 
is anonymously ranked by the 
Scholarship Committee of the Foxfire 
Community Board and by Foxfire staff. Individual scholarship awards are calculated based on the available 
funding, weighted by each student’s overall ranking. Community Board members Emma Chastain, Danny 
Flory, Ramey Henslee, Nicole Queen, and Juanita Shope served as this year’s scholarship committee.

In the scholarship program’s 35 years, 311 local students have been awarded a total exceeding $834,000. 
For the 2011–2012 academic year, six new scholarships were awarded to Kaley Boatwright (attending 
Southwestern Community College), Christina Dills (Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College), Brad Jordan 
(Gainesville State College), Jennifer Mitcham (Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College), Keifer Phillips (North 
Georgia Technical College), and Shanda Speed (Young Harris College). Six other Rabun County students are 
continuing their higher education this fall with the assistance of the Julia Fleet/Foxfire Scholarship program: 
Casi Best, Viola Nichols, Ashley O'Shields, Alex Owens, Anna Phillips, and Samantha Fountain Ramey.

The newest recipients of Julia Fleet/Foxfire Scholarships, receiving awards for 
the 2011–2012 academic year: (L to R) Jennifer Mitcham, Kaley Boatwright, 
Keifer Phillips, Brad Jordan, and Shanda Speed. (Not pictured: Christina Dills)
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Combining forces for the second year, the Foxfire Mountaineer 
Festival is a celebration of Southern Appalachian heritage, held at 
the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton, GA. This year's Festival 
will honor the contacts whose stories, skills, and lives are featured 
in the pages of Singin', Praisin', Raisin'. Festival visitors will have the 
opportunity to meet many of these folks, and there will be a book-
signing session with contacts and authors. Also on hand will be 
quilters, broom-makers, woodworkers, potters, knitters, metalsmiths, 
weavers, candlemakers, and more—modern folks who keep the skills 
and crafts of Southern Appalachia alive. Visitors will be able to browse 
their handiwork, usually observe them at work creating their goods, 
and occasionally get the chance to try their own hands at a few of the 
tasks that Appalachian settlers practiced from day to day. 

There's nothing quite like the sound of true Appalachian gospel 
and bluegrass music, and the Festival provides an excellent opportunity 
to experience some of the best the region has to offer. The outdoor 

stage on the event field will feature live music throughout the day, with area groups like The Foxfire Boys 
and, as special guests, some of the musicians featured in the “Echoes” section of Singin', Praisin', Raisin'. 

While arts, crafts and music make for a fun-filled day, those with a more adventurous mindset should 
wear some comfortable clothes that can handle a few stains, and get ready to experience some traditional, 
non-electronic fun from days gone by. See how long it takes to saw through a log with a two-man crosscut 
saw—a tool most commonly seen today decorating walls, camouflaged with scenic paintings. Test steadiness 
and focus in the archery competition. Demonstrate strength in the pole climb. Prove coordination in the 
three-legged race. Let the kids see what it's like to literally 
"catch" dinner in the greased-pig chases (don't worry, the 
pigs leave happy at the end of the day). 

There will be plenty of good mountain food available 
at the event, a petting zoo, hay rides, an auction and raffle 
featuring items donated by local businesses, and so much 
more. Come join the fun in downtown Clayton, GA, at the 
Rabun County Civic Center on Saturday, October 1, from 
10am until 6pm. Admission is $5, kids 5 & under get in 
free, and there is a maximum charge of $20 per family. Visit  
www.foxfiremountaineer.org for more information.


